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 Wallkill Senior High School Names 
 Valedictorian and Salutatorian 
 WALLKILL SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL (WSHS) IS 
 PROUD TO ANNOUNCE THAT MARCUS LEWIS IS 
 VALEDICTORIAN AND JING NGO IS SALUTATORIAN 
 OF THE CLASS OF 2022. 

 WSHS Principal Brian Masopust is full of praise for 
 both students. “Wallkill is extremely proud of Marcus 
 and Jing,” he said. “Their work ethic and dedication 
 to their studies and our learning community are an 
 outstanding representation of what it means to be a 
 Wallkill Panther,” he said. “In addition to their talents 
 and their success academically, Marcus and Jing 
 continue to remain involved in extracurricular activities 
 here at the school, including interscholastic athletics, 
 clubs, and service organizations. I have no doubt that 
 both will go on to do great things as young adults!” 

 MARCUS LEWIS 
 Marcus, the son of James and Henry Lewis, leads 
 his class this year with a grade point average (GPA) 
 of 99.97, which he achieved while taking numerous 
 college-level and Advanced Placement (AP) classes. 

 Graduating with an Advanced Diploma with 
 Distinction, Marcus has earned a multitude of honors 
 over his high school career, including Academic 
 Achievement Awards and the Academic Excellence 
 Award in Mathematics. He is also an AP Scholar. 

 Outside of the classroom, Marcus has been 
 involved in many extracurricular activities, including 
 the Leo Club, National Honor Society, Student 
 Government Association, Yearbook Club, Robotics 
 team, and orchestra. An enthusiastic athlete, he earned 
 several awards over the years for maintaining a high 
 academic average while participating on the Cross 

 Wallkill High School has announced its valedictorian, Marcus Lewis 
 (left), and its salutatorian, Jing Ngo. 

 Country, Indoor Track, and Outdoor Track teams. 
 Marcus says that his journey would not have been 

 possible without the help of his family, especially his 
 older brother Alexander. “Alexander always helped 
 me keep my chin up, and helped me prepare for 
 challenges he knew I would be facing down the line,” 
 he said. 

 Marcus looks back in gratitude at the education he 
 received at Wallkill. “I have had many great teachers 
 and mentors over the years,” he said. “Mr. Davis 
 particularly sparked my potential for greatness. He 
 believed in me, boosted my ambitions, and pushed my 
 intellectual limits. Mr. Pathania also helped me set my 
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Valedictorian and Salutatorian 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

priorities straight and helped me persevere through 
academic and personal diffculties.” 

Marcus plans to attend Brown University, where 
he will major in Chemistry and work towards his 
goal of becoming a medical doctor. He cherishes the 
friendships he has made at WSHS and looks forward 
to hearing about the successes of his classmates as 
the Class of 2022 moves into the future. 

JING NGO 
Jing, the daughter of Dany and Meng Ngo of 
Newburgh, achieved her salutatorian status by earning 
a GPA of 99.91 while handling a challenging course 
load that included AP and college-level classes, and 
pursuing a number of extracurricular activities. 

Throughout high school, Jing earned several 
college credits and received multiple Academic 
Achievement Awards. Outside of the classroom, 
Jing has been involved in volunteering with the Leo 
Club, and is a member of the Student Government 
Association. She is also a member of the National 
Honor Society and the Spanish National Honor Society. 

When Jing was a freshman, she had an experience 
that profoundly changed her: she built her frst 
computer in her spare time with the help of her cousin. 
“It was fascinating to see how this combination of 
metal parts could become a powerful processing 
unit,” she said. “I knew I wanted to learn more.” Jing 
then pursued more STEM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering, and Math) classes at WSHS and found 
her career path. 

Under the direction of Physics and Coding teacher 
Samrat Pathania, Jing discovered an interest in video 
game and software programming. “Mr. Pathania is one 
of my favorite teachers because he teaches so much 
more than just coding,” she said. “His class had a big 
infuence on me. It really changed me.” 

During her journey into the STEM feld, Jing also 
discovered another important goal—to make STEM 
classes a more welcoming place for women. 

“Many careers in STEM felds are mainly occupied 
by men. Entering this feld was very diffcult for 
me, as I was the only female in the class. I often felt 
ostracized,” she said. “I want to create more awareness 
about this so that other women do not feel afraid to 
step into a feld they could be successful in.” 

Jing plans to major in computer science, with 
a specialty in video game design and software 
development. She plans to attend Stevens Institute of 
Technology. 

Jing attributes much of her academic success and 
personal growth to her teachers, family, and friends, 
who have provided her with an immense amount of 
support and love. “I would like to congratulate the 
Class of 2022 for persevering through some of the 
most unpredictable challenges and events in the last 
four years,” she said. “It was not an easy feat by any 
means, and every student is worthy of praise for it.” 

High School Recognizes “Top 10” Students in Graduating Class 

W allkill Senior High School has named the Top 10 Students of the Class of 2022. Led by Valedictorian Marcus Lewis and 

Salutatorian Jing Ngo, these young people reached the highest level of achievement, not only in academics, but also in an array 

of athletic, extracurricular, and community endeavors. Rounding out the Top Ten for the Class of 2022 (in order of rank) are Jayden 

Ramos, Daniel Rizzo, Penelope Rose, Brandon Wynn, Lila Rydell, Levi Neuwirth, Cameron Falk, and Emily Clark.  
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A Message from the Superintendent 
Dear Wallkill Community, 
The Wallkill Central School District Board of Education and Administration have worked diligently over the past several months 

to prepare the proposed 2022-2023 school district budget. The District is proposing a 2.99% budget increase for the 2022-2023 

school year that equates to a 2.5% tax levy increase, which is below the limit. As a result of the fiscal foresight of the Board of 

Education and Administration over the last several years, our proposed 2022-2023 budget will result in a tax levy that is either 

at or below the limit for the eleventh year in a row. Since the proposed tax levy is below the tax levy limit, the proposed budget 

will require a simple majority of voters for approval (50% +1) instead of a super majority for approval (60% or more). 

There is also a Capital Project Proposition on this year’s ballot. The amount to be voted on is $43.8 million. If approved, there 

will not be an increase to the local share (dollar amount paid by District residents) of debt payments. In fact, the local share 

will begin to decrease after the 2029-2030 school year. This is possible through a strategic financial approach that leverages 

State Aid, the timing of retiring debt, and funds saved in the voter-approved capital reserve. For further information, please see 

pages 10-13 or refer to our website to view a recording of our Capital Project Presentation that was held on April 28, 2022. 

The last two years have been very challenging for our students, faculty, staff, parents/guardians, and community. This 

budget addresses the academic and mental health needs of our students along with the financial needs of our community. 

Furthermore, the proposed Capital Project is designed to update aged infrastructure and enhance safety. This issue of Learning 

at Wallkill provides the public with valuable information on District program highlights, the candidates who are running for the 

Board of Education, the proposed 2022-2023 school district budget, and information on the Capital Project Proposition. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all District residents for your continued support for our students! 

Stay Panther Strong! 

Sincerely, 

Kevin Castle, Superintendent of Schools 

Leptondale Students “Unplug,” Focus on Well-Being 

M arch was all about self-care for the students at Leptondale 

Elementary School, thanks to Intervention Specialist Anita Hoyt. 

“By March, many New Year’s resolutions have fallen to the wayside,” 

noted Mrs. Hoyt. “Last year, we spent March focusing on getting students 

to read more. This year, Principal Scott Brown and I agreed that it was 

especially important for our students to pay attention to their social, 

emotional, and physical well-being. Therefore, I thought of the challenge 

for students to learn self-care strategies to help them be the best version of 

themselves.” 

On March 4, students throughout the school worked on their minds, 

bodies, and souls by observing Unplugged Day. Teachers led students 

in creative activities that did not involve technology. “Teachers turned 

everything off for the day, and did hands-on activities,” said Mrs. Hoyt. 

Grade 6 students in Danielle Croce’s class learned to make potato latkes and homemade applesauce, while sixth graders in 

Teresa Custy’s class fashioned Egyptian tombs from modeling clay. Grade 2 students worked on puzzles for hours, while Grade 3 

students built physical bridges and made bird feeders. 

“It was great to walk about the building watching students working together to solve problems and communicate in a fun, relaxed 

setting,” remarked Mrs. Hoyt. “Without the pressure of curriculum and technology, students truly had the opportunity to just be kids 

for the day. The smiles were amazing to see, as were the results of their efforts.” 

Danielle Croce’s class made latkes and applesauce on 
Unplugged Day. 
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2022-2023 Proposed Budget 
Frequently Asked Questions about the 2022-2023 
School District Budget 
What are the propositions to be voted on? 
The propositions voters will cast a ballot for on Tuesday, 
May 17, 2022, will be: 

Proposition #1: RESOLVED, that the proposed Wallkill Central 
School District budget for the 2022-2023 school year in the 
amount of $81,713,970 be approved and the Board of Education 
of said School District be authorized to levy the necessary tax 
therefore. 

Proposition #2: RESOLVED, that the Board of Education 
of the Wallkill Central School District, Orange and Ulster 
Counties, New York, is hereby authorized to pay the cost of 
the reconstruction of and construction of improvements to 
various school district buildings and facilities, including original 
furnishing, equipment, machinery, apparatus, appurtenances, 
and site, athletic field and incidental improvements and 
expenses in connection therewith, at a maximum estimated 
cost of $43,800,000 that $10,559,986 shall be expended from 
the Capital Reserve Fund therefor: and that the remaining 
$33,240,014, or so much thereof as may be necessary, shall be 
raised by the levy of a tax upon the taxable property of said 
school district and collected in annual installments as provided 
by Section 416 of the Education Law; and, in anticipation of such 
tax, obligations of said school district shall be issued. 

What is the percent increase of the proposed 
2022-2023 budget when compared to the 2021-2022 
budget? 
The 2022-2023 budget increase is 2.99%. The average budget 
increase over the past five (5) years has been 2.09%. 

What is the tax levy limit? 
Essentially, it is an eight-step formula that each school district 
must use to calculate the tax levy limit. The result (the limit) is the 
maximum allowable tax levy (including permissible exemptions) 
that a school district can propose and would require only the 
approval of a simple majority of voters (50% + 1). Any proposed tax 
levy amount above the limit would require budget approval by a 
super majority (60% or more) of voters.  For more information on 
the tax levy limit, please visit www.wallkillcsd.k12.ny.us. 

Is the Wallkill Central School District’s 2022-2023 
tax levy within the limit?  
Yes, the 2022-2023 tax levy is below the allowable limit; 
therefore, a simple majority of voters is needed for budget 
approval (50% + 1). The tax levy increase with permissible 
exemptions is 2.50%. 

Does the tax levy indicate how much my taxes 
will rise? 
No, the tax levy is the amount of money the school district can 
raise through property taxes. The amount an individual will 
pay toward the levied amount is the tax rate. Tax rates paid by 
individual taxpayers may differ greatly from one household to 
another based on such things as equalization rates and assessed 
property values.  At this time, individual town tax rates are 
undetermined due to the lack of final equalization rates and 
total town assessed values. 

How much State Aid is the District projected to receive? 
The District is projected to receive $32,269,762  in State Aid in 
2022-2023. In addition, the District continues to balance its 
budget with reserves and fund balance. 

What strategies were used to have a tax levy within 
the tax cap? 
� Projected increase in State Aid 
� Lower health insurance renewal rates 
� Use of fund balance and reserves 
�   Multi-year financial planning 
�   Utility costs were stabilized due to bidding and the Energy 

Performance Contract 

What programs for students are included in the 
2022-2023 budget? 
� Maintain programs, extra-curricular activities and 

equipment money for technology 
� Maintain low class sizes for K-12 to allow for enhanced 

learning opportunities (K-6 average class size of 20) 
� Professional Development opportunities to support 

classroom instruction and student learning 
� Maintain support services to address the mental well-being 

of our students 
� The continued assignment of Police Officers in all five (5) 

school buildings 
� Create one (1.0) FTE High School American Sign Language 

position 
� Create one (1.0) FTE Groundskeeper position 
� Eliminate one (1.0) FTE High School Math position through 

attrition due to declining enrollment and create one 
(1.0) FTE Elementary Education position (Math AIS) 

• This will give the District three (3.0) FTE Elementary 
Math AIS positions with one assigned to each elementary 
building 

� Create Girls Varsity Lacrosse Team 
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2022-2023 Proposed Budget 
What happens if voters reject the proposed budget? 
If voters reject the proposed budget, the school district may put up a revised 
budget for a second vote or adopt a contingent budget. 

What additional programs/positions will be reduced if the 
budget fails (contingent budget)? 
� Reduction of seven (7) instructional positions resulting in larger class sizes 

and loss of programs for our students 
� All field trips (including Ashokan) 
� All equipment (except for technology equipment for instructional 

purposes and equipment necessary for health and safety purposes) 
� Charges to community groups that result in identifiable costs for use of 

buildings 

What is included, as allowed by New York State Education 
Law, in a contingent budget? 
A contingent budget will allow: 
� All regular transportation to and from school at current levels of more 

than .6 miles and to private/parochial schools for students residing less 
than 15 miles from their home to school 

� All legal obligations 
� All health and safety repairs 
� All expenses to maintain mandated educational programs 
� All other budgeted items as determined by the Board of Education 

Who can vote on May 17, 2022? 
Voters are eligible to vote if they are: (a) a U.S. Citizen; (b) at least 18 years 
of age; (c) a resident of the school district for at least 30 days prior to 
May 17, 2022; and (d) not otherwise ineligible to vote under Section 5-106 
of the Election Law. Individuals do not need to be registered to vote. Please 

Preguntas frecuentes sobre 
el presupuesto del distrito 
escolar 2022-2023 

¿Quién puede votar, el 17 de mayo 
de 2022? 
Los votantes son elegibles para votar si son: (a) 
un ciudadano de los Estados Unidos; (b) de al 
menos 18 anos de edad; (c) residente del distrito 
escolar durante al menos 30 dias antes del 17 de 
mayo de 2022; y (d) no ineligible para votar de 
acuerdo con seccion 5-106 de la Ley Electoral.  
Las personas no necesitan estar registradas para 
votar. Comuníquese con la Secretaria del Distrito 
al 845-895-7101, o por correo electrónico a: 
kcorcoran@wallkillcsd.k12.ny.us si tiene alguna 
pregunta con respecto a cómo puede obtener 
una boleta en ausencia. La información sobre 
cómo un votante no registrado, que cumple con 
la definición de un votante calificado, puede 
recibir una boleta en ausencia está disponible 
en: www.wallkillcsd.k12.ny.us. 

Si necesita una versión en español de 
estas preguntas, vaya a nuestro website: 

www.wallkillcsd.k12.ny.us 

contact the District Clerk at 845-895-7101, or by email at: kcorcoran@wallkillcsd.k12.ny.us if you have any questions regarding 
how you may obtain an absentee ballot. Information on how an unregistered voter, who meets the definition of a qualified voter, 
may receive an absentee ballot is available at: www.wallkillcsd.k12.ny.us. 

Yearly Analysis Budget Increase vs. Tax Levy Increase 

The Tax Levy increase has remained at or below the Tax Cap level beginning with the 2012-13 school year. 

Year Budget Increase Tax Levy Increase 

2018-19 1.91% 2.74%* 

2019-20 1.90% 2.68%* 

2020-21 1.53% 2.49%* 

2021-22 2.12% 1.47%** 

2022-23 2.99% 2.50%** (This increase is below the tax levy limit) 

5-Year Average Budget Increase: 2.09%           *at the tax levy limit 
5-Year Average Tax Levy Increase: 2.38% **below the tax levy limit 
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What a Bright Idea! 
Plattekill Elementary School celebrated Read 
Across America Week with fun activities, 
including “fashlight buddy” reading! Other 
highlights included dressing as favorite book characters; 
enjoying “bookworms” (gummy worms) while reading; 
making Cat in the Hat headgear; creating books flled with 
idioms; reading Dr. Seuss books aloud; and completing a 
book-themed math activity. No wonder Plattekill students 
love to read! Pictured are Yader Aguirre Garcia (left) and 
Eryn Stone. 

Middle School Students Enjoy Intramurals Club 
THE INTRAMURALS CLUB AT JOHN G. BORDEN MIDDLE 

SCHOOL offers students a place to have fun, relax, and “get 

away from the screen,” says Club Advisor Michael Pritts, 

who is also Dean of Students and Dignity Act Coordinator. 

Students engage in all kinds of sports, play board games, and 

even explore the natural environment surrounding the school. 

Members have taken trips to the nearby Wallkill Valley Rail Trail 

to stretch their legs, and to Gear Up Sportsplex, where they 

have enjoyed being physically active. In the past, the club even 

bowled at a local bowling alley. Another positive aspect to the 

club, he adds, is that “It’s an opportunity for students to get out 

of their comfort zone, meet new friends, and expand their social 

group.” 

Middle School students (from left to right) Dean Pastena, 
Richard Marquez, Axel Ochoa, and Erick Amboya enjoy 
playing a game of Spanish Bingo after school. 

History of State Aid 2005-2022 
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2022-2023 Proposed Budget 
Tax Levy Limit Calculation 2022-2023 

Prior Year Tax Levy $44,667,346 

Tax Base Growth x 1.0080 

PILOT + $2,485 

BOCES Exemption – $149,531 

Capital Exemption – $672,533 

Adjusted Prior Year Tax Levy = $44,205,106 

x 1.0200 Allowable Growth Factor 

PILOT – $2,535 

Tax Levy Limit Prior To Exemptions $45,086,673 Voter Threshold 

BOCES Exemption + $119,912 

Capital Exemption + $647,207 
Estimated 

TRS Exemption +0 }
ERS Exemption *Maximum 

Allowable Tax Levy 

*The District is proposing a tax levy of $45,784,030, which is below the tax levy limit. 

+0 

= $45,853,792 

Three Component Budget Program Budget: 
Required vs. Non-Required Administrative Component: $8,106,664 

� Central Administration, Building Supervision, BOCES (partial) 
 

 
Program Component: $66,840,042 
� Instructional Areas, Transportation, Extracurricular Activities 
Capital Component: $6,767,264 
� Operations and Maintenance, Debt Service 

Capital 
8% 

Administrative 
10% 

Program 
82% 

As the chart indicates, 97.5% of the program 
budget is devoted to New York State 
Education Department required programs. 

Program 
Non-Requirements 

2.5% 

Program 
Requirements 

97.5% 
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2022-2023 Proposed Budget 
Wallkill Central School District Budget Notice 

OVERALL BUDGET PROPOSAL 
Budget Adopted 

for the 2021-22 
School Year 

Budget Proposed 
for the 2022-23 

School Year 

Contingency Budget 
for the 2022-23 

School Year* 

Total Budgeted Amount, Not Including Separate Propositions 
Increase/Decrease for the 2022-23 School Year 

$79,343,346 

$44,667,346 

$81,713,970 
$2,370,624 

$80,597,286 
$1,253,940 

Percentage Increase/Decrease in Proposed Budget 2.99 % 1.58% 
Change in the Consumer Price Index 
A. Proposed Levy to Support the Total Budgeted Amount 

2.00% 
$45,784,030 

$44,667,346 

B. Levy to Support Library Debt, if Applicable $0 $0 
C. Levy for Non-Excludable Propositions, if Applicable ** $0 $0 
D. Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount Used to Reduce Current Year Levy 
E. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy  (A + B + C – D) 

$0 
$44,667,346 

$0 
$45,784,030 

F.  Total Permissible Exclusions $822,064 $767,119 
G. School Tax Levy Limit, Excluding Levy for Permissible Exclusions $43,995,282 $45,086,673 
H. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy, Excluding Levy to Support 
Library Debt and/or Permissible Exclusions (E – B – F + D) 

$43,845,282 $45,016,911 

I. Diference: G – H (Negative Value Requires 60.0% Voter Approval – 
See Note Below Regarding Separate Propositions) ** 

$150,000 $69,762 

Administrative Component $7,887,954 $8,106,664 $8,001,201 
Program Component $64,921,655 $66,840,042 $65,888,821 
Capital Component $6,533,737 $6,767,264 $6,707,264 
*Provide a statement of assumptions made in projecting a contingency budget for the 2022-2023 school year, should the proposed budget be defeated pursuant to Section 2023 of 
the Education Law. 

Elimination of: Seven (7) teaching positions, all field trips (including Ashokan) and all equipment purchases (except technology equipment for instructional purposes and 
equipment for health and safety). 

Total: $1,116,684 

**List Separate Propositions that are not included in the Total Budgeted 
Amount: (Tax Levy associated with educational or transportation services 
propositions are not eligible for exclusion and may affect voter approval 

Description Amount 
Capital Improvement Project $43,800,000 

requirements). 

Under the Budget Proposed for the 2022-23 School Year 
Estimated Basic STAR Exemption Savings 1 $717.60 

1 The basic school tax relief (STAR) exemption is authorized by section 425 of the Real Property Tax Law. 

The annual budget vote for the fscal year 2022-23 by the qualifed voters of the Wallkill Central School District, Ulster/Orange Counties, New York, will be held at the 
High School, Leptondale and Plattekill schools in said district on Tuesday, May 17, 2022 between the hours of 12:00 pm and 9:00 pm, prevailing time in the High School, 
Leptondale and Plattekill schools, at which time the polls will be opened to vote by voting ballot or machine. Information about requesting an absentee ballot can be found 
on the District’s website or by contacting the District Clerk at 845-895-7101. 

ANNUAL BUDGET 

VOTE 
& Election of Trustees 

TUESDAY, MAY 17, 2022 
12 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
Polling locations: Wallkill Senior High School, 
Leptondale Elementary School, and Plattekill Elementary School 
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Programs Offered to Students in the Wallkill Central School District 

LEPTONDALE, CLARE F. OSTRANDER, AND 
PLATTEKILL ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 

�Full-day Kindergarten 
�Math instruction includes the use of technology 

and manipulatives for hands-on learning 
�Arts and Environmental Education 
�Active parent organizations 
�Character Education programs 
�After-school programs and events 
�Leveled Literacy Intervention (LLI) system and 

specialized multi-sensory instruction (Orton-
Gillingham and Wilson Learning programs) for early 
reading intervention 
�Active Learning Labs and iPad carts 
�SMART Boards in K-6 classrooms 
� 1:1 student computers in Grades K-6 
�D.A.R.E. program 
�Family Nights for Math, Literacy, STEM, and the Arts 
�Grade 6 Olympics 
�Enrichment programs 
�Author’s Day 
�Choral, band, and string programs 
�Academic Intervention Services 
�Gifted and Talented programs 
�Climbing walls: leadership and trust building 
�Ashokan Field Campus 
�Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS) 
� Inclusion programs for special education students 
�Programs that celebrate diversity 
�Safety and wellness programs 
�Fire safety education 
�Field days 
�Project-based learning with makerspaces 
�School newsroom studios 
�Parent forums and workshops 
�STEM lessons 
�Coding instruction 
�Too Good for Drugs program 
� Before and after-school academic support programs 
� Summer Learning Academy—federally funded 

JOHN G. BORDEN MIDDLE SCHOOL 

�SMART Boards in ELA, Math, Science, and Social 
Studies classes 
� 1:1 Chromebooks for students 
� Instructional teams 
� Interdisciplinary curriculum 
�Enrichment activities 

�Field trip experiences 
� Inclusion programs for special education students 
�A wide variety of extracurricular activities 
�A broad intramural and interscholastic athletic 

program that meets the needs of all students 
�Character Education program 
�Active Learning Lab 
�After-school academic support programs 
�Active parent organizations and community 

involvement 
�Academic Intervention Services 
�Accelerated courses 
�Choral, band, and string programs 
�Gifted and Talented programs 
�Author’s Day 
�Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS) 
�Parent forums and workshops 
�Career Day 
�Family Coding Night 
�Programs that celebrate diversity 
� Summer Learning Academy—federally funded 

WALLKILL SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 

�Extensive Advanced Placement/college course offerings 
�College offerings in pre-engineering through 

Project Lead the Way 
�Annual scholarship attainment of over $4 million 
�Career and Technical Education provided through the 

Board of Cooperative Educational Services (BOCES) 
�A wide variety of extracurricular activities 
�A broad intramural and interscholastic athletic 

program that meets the needs of all students 
�An award-winning vocal and instrumental music 

program 
�A diverse offering of clubs, organizations, and groups 

to beneft the ever-changing needs of our students 
�Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS) 
�Author’s Day 
�SAT prep course 
�Summer school 
�After-school academic support programs 
�Academy Model 
�College fair 
� Instant college admissions program 
�Peer tutoring 
�VEX Robotics team 
� 1:1 Chromebooks for students 
� Inclusion programs for special education students 
�Programs that celebrate diversity 
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CAPITAL PROJECT REFERENDUM 2022 

HIGH SCHOOL .....................$22,188,938 When Wallkill voters head to the polls on May 17, 

they will also be asked to weigh in on a 

$43.8 million Capital Project that was carefully 

designed to not increase the local share of 

debt payments, which is the dollar amount paid 

by local taxpayers. This is possible through a 

strategic fnancial approach that leverages State 

Aid, the timing of retiring debt, and funds saved 

in the voter-approved Capital Reserve. The Board 

of Education considers the items included in 

the proposed project (see list at right) to be the 

highest priority needs in our buildings. 

Loose/cracked building masonry at Plattekill Elementary School 
(shown) and the Middle School will be reconstructed and sealed 
to prevent moisture from penetrating the building and causing 
damage. 

The end-of-life heating and ventilation systems at all buildings 
will be replaced and air-conditioning will be added for the 
cafeterias and gymnasiums (and also in the Middle School 
auditorium) to improve fresh air exchange and provide cooling. 

■ Construct Security Vestibules 
■ Install Security Locking Hardware 
■ Reconstruct Roof 
■ Reconstruct Parking Lot 
■ Install New HVAC System 
■ Replace Heating/Cooling & Ventilation Units 
■ Renovate Locker Rooms & Team Rooms 
■ Replace Gym Floor 
■ Replace Ceilings 
■ Renovate Bathrooms 
■ Reconstruct Sidewalks 
■ Improve Field Drainage 

MIDDLE SCHOOL .................. $8,492,343 
■ Construct Security Vestibules 
■ Install Security Locking Hardware 
■ Reconstruct Roof 
■ Renovate Locker Rooms 
■ Install New HVAC System 
■ Replace Auditorium Seating 
■ Replace Ceilings 
■ Repoint Brick 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS ........$13,118,719 
■ Construct Security Vestibules 
■ Install Security Locking Hardware 
■ Reconstruct Roofs 
■ Install New HVAC System 
■ Replace Heating & Ventilation Units 
■ Replace Ceilings 
■ Install Water Softener/Filter System at PES 
■ Upgrade Water System at PES 
■ Replace Booster Pumps at PES 
■ Replace Windows at PES 
■ Repoint Brick at PES 
■ Reconstruct Sidewalks at OES 
■ Replace Playground Equipment at OES 
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How can the work be funded without increasing the local share? 
At this time, the District has the unique opportunity to complete $43.8 million of facilities improvements without increasing the 

local share of debt payments. This is possible through a strategic financial approach that leverages the availability of State Aid, 

applies funds saved in the voter-approved Capital Reserve, and replaces existing debt that will soon be paid off. 

First, the State is projected to pay for approximately 80% of the total aidable cost of the project, which means that 

approximately $0.80 of every $1.00 spent will be paid for with State funds. In addition, approximately $10.5 million of Capital 

Reserve money is available to offset the amount of borrowing needed for the project. Taking into account these two factors, along 

with our current debt payment schedule, the annual amount of the local share (dollar amount paid by District taxpayers) that is 

contributed toward our debt payments will not increase. In fact, due to long-range financial planning, the local share will begin to 

decrease after the 2029-2030 school year. 

Estimated Net Local Share of Existing and 
Proposed Building Debt Service 

$700,000 

Local Share for New Project 
$600,000 

Current Local Share 

$500,000 

$400,000 

$300,000 

$200,000 

$100,000 

$0 
2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031 2032 2033 2034 2035 2036 2037 2038 2039 2040 2041 2042 

The High School parking lot redesign includes a separate bus loop and provides a clear, designated drop-off area for students, 
creating a safer and more-effcient student drop-off/pick-up process. Additional access roads will reduce congestion. The bus 
loop will provide overfow parking for special events and a staff lot will be added near the tennis courts, resulting in a net gain of 
about 70 spots. 
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CAPITAL PROJECT REFERENDUM 2022 

Q. How was the work identifed?   Q. What is the meaning of the “local share”? 

A. The local share is the amount of money the taxpayers 
contribute toward the District’s debt payments to pay off bonds 
(money borrowed to pay for capital projects). The goal has 
always been to plan projects that coincide with the expiration 
or reduction of previous bonds. The debt payments for a current 
bond will be decreasing in the 2023-24 school year, resulting in 
a decrease to the local share. 

Q. What is a Capital Reserve? 

A. A Capital Reserve is a multi-year financial savings tool 
created to pay for large expenses associated with major repairs, 
renovations, and construction projects. Establishing a Capital 
Reserve does not increase the budget. The reserve is funded 
with money that may become available at the end of the school 
year after all expenses have been paid. Voter approval is needed 
to establish the account, as well as when the time comes to 
apply the funds to a proposed project. Using funds from the 
reserve allows a district to lower bond payments, thereby 
saving on interest costs. Funds are specific to capital expenses 
and cannot be used in other areas of the budget. Wallkill 
Central School District voters approved the establishment of a 
Capital Reserve in 2017 and now have approximately 

$10.5 million saved to offset expenses related to this project. 

A. Planning for the project began in 2019 and continued 
thereafter when the District completed its State-mandated 
Building Conditions Survey, a comprehensive study of facilities 
that must be completed every five years. The District assembled 
a team of architects and engineers, along with our financial 
advisors, to develop a plan to address the highest priorities 
without increasing the local share of debt payments. 

Q. Why now? 

A. In order to continue to provide an environment conducive to 
student learning for current and future students, the District has 
a responsibility to maintain the infrastructure of our buildings, 
as well as enhance the security of the physical space. Planning 
for this project was underway prior to the pandemic; however, 
after State-wide shifts to remote learning and ever-evolving 
operational changes from the Department of Health, further 
action was tabled until greater clarity regarding the future 
returned. The Board of Education returned to the planning 
process when pandemic-related operations became more 
stable this year. The work that was identified in 2019 remains a 
priority and will continue to deteriorate until addressed, which 
increases the likelihood of system failures and could make 
solutions more expensive in the future. The timing also provides 
the Board of Education with the opportunity to complete this 
work now without increasing the local taxpayers share of debt 
payments. 

End-of-life locker rooms at the Middle School and High School 
will be gutted and reconstructed, including new plumbing 
fxtures, lighting, ceilings, foors, ventilation, lockers, and 
electrical upgrades. The High School team room will also be 
renovated. 

Q. If approved, what is the timeline for work? 

A. Upon community approval, the project will need to be 
fully designed by the architects and engineers, and then these 
plans would be submitted to the New York State Education 
Department for approval. Once the plans are approved, the 
bidding process will be initiated. Our goal is to have work be 
completed over multiple summers with construction anticipated 
to start in the summer of 2023. 

Anyone with questions is urged 
to contact the District directly by calling 

Superintendent Kevin Castle at 845-895-7101 or 
Assistant Superintendent for Support Services 
Brian Devincenzi at 845-895-7102 or emailing 
capitalprojectquestions@wallkillcsd.k12.ny.us. 

Additional information can be found on 
the District website. 
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Leptondale Elementary School Plattekill Elementary School

Clare F. Ostrander Elementary School John G. Borden Middle School

Wallkill Senior High School

End-of-life roofs, which are leaky and have reached the end of their warranties, will be 
reconstructed at all of the school buildings and additional structural reinforcements will be added 
to meet code requirements. This work will extend the roof warranties by a minimum of 15 years. 

Leptondale Elementary School Plattekill Elementary School 

Clare F. Ostrander Elementary School John G. Borden Middle School 

Wallkill Senior High School 

Aged spline ceiling tile systems (which limit access to piping, 
wiring, and other infrastructure that is channeled through 
the ceiling) will be replaced in all schools and lights will be 
upgraded to brighter, energy-effcient LED fxtures. 

13 



WallkillLearning at...

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2022-2023 Proposed Budget 
Candidates for the Board of Education 
The fve candidates (shown in ballot order) are seeking election to three “at large” open seats of 
the Board of Education. The three candidates with the highest number of votes will be elected to 
three-year terms beginning on July 1, 2022 and expiring on June 30, 2025. 

The Wallkill Central School District’s practice has been to annually afford each candidate fling a petition an opportunity 
to present a bio about themselves, including reasons why they are seeking offce. The views expressed by these 
candidates should not be construed in any way as being endorsed or promoted by the Wallkill Central School District. 

Clarence “Butch” VanLeuvan 

Hello, my name is Clarence “Butch” VanLeuvan. For the last 25 

years, I have resided within the Wallkill School District along 

with my wife Laurie and two daughters, Emily and Abagail. 

As an active member of the Wallkill Lions Club, I enjoy 

participating in community service and helping those in need. 

I have been a skilled welder for 36 years and am currently 

employed at Post Material Handling, in the fabrication of 

custom hi-tech pharmaceutical equipment. 

Wallkill School District has always strived to give each 

child a safe, healthy and exciting environment to learn in. 

Admirably, teachers work with a continuous effort to help 

each child obtain the skills needed to successfully move 

to achieve their goals and become thriving adults in their 

future endeavors. With current challenges we face and new 

challenges sure to emerge, I want to be part of the continuing 

success of the district. 

With that said, I have decided to run for a seat on the 

Wallkill School District board. Being part of the school board 

would allow me to work with a proven team to keep existing 

doors of opportunity open while opening new doors for our 

students to help strengthen their drive to success. 

Thank you for your support. 

Kathryn Bayer 

My name is Kathryn Bayer and I have recently retired from 

the position of Office Manager at the Clare F. Ostrander 

Elementary School after over 27 years of service. My three 

children attended and graduated from the Wallkill School 

District. My daughter Karen is an elementary education 

teacher, and my son Jonathan is a head custodian in the 

District. My son and I both received Board of Education 

Awards for Accomplishment for our commitment to the 

District. 

I was the president of the Civil Service Employees 

Association unit for the non-instructional employees of the 

District for over 20 years. I also served on the District-Wide 

Health and Safety Committee. 

I am very familiar with the daily running of the school 

buildings and worked with my principals on the annual 

building allocations and budget. 

When I retired someone asked me what I would miss the 

most — I did not hesitate to say I would miss the students. I 

would like to give back to the community and be a part of a 

team ensuring that we can continue to give all our children 

the same excellent education that my own children received 

at Wallkill. 

Ursula Petricek 

My name is Ursula Petricek. I have lived in the Wallkill area 

since 2003 with my Husband Ed and children, Meghan, Sean, 

and Connor. I am currently a Nurse Practitioner in Urgent 

Care. However, you may know me as the former District 

Nurse Practitioner. 

I began working as a Registered Nurse in Wallkill High 

School in 2013. And became the District Nurse Practitioner 

in 2016. One thing I have learned over the past nine years, 

is that we live in a wonderful community, full of people 

dedicated to making it better. I have the benefit of knowing 

this community as an employee, and as a parent. I am honored 

to have won the trust of many of you in the community. 

My goals are to give back to this community that I have 

grown to love. And, to take what I have learned from you and 

your children, your excitement, concerns, optimism and even 

disappointment and give your voice a seat at the table. 
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2022-2023 Proposed Budget 
Dustin Palen 

My name is Dustin Palen, I am seeking re-election to the Board 

of Education. I have served six years on the Board on the 

Health and Safety, Buildings and Grounds, Budget and Policy 

Committees. I continue to believe all students deserve the best 

education in a safe environment while being conscientious of 

costs to taxpayers. When elected, I supported establishing a 

Program placing a Police Officer in our District’s schools; I am 

pleased to say this Program is still in place. 

The last two years have been challenging; I believe the 

Administration and Board, along with a supportive “Panther 

Strong” Community worked together and kept our students and 

staff safe. Our priority of putting students first never wavered 

and I would like to continue this partnership. 

I am a lifetime resident of the District, 1993 alumnus and I 

am committed to this Community I call “home.” My daughter 

is a Wallkill graduate, my son graduates in June and my wife 

is an educator at Ostrander. I am a First Sergeant with the 

Orange County Sheriff’s Office K-9 Unit, I coached Wallkill 

Youth Football and I am a 25 year member of the Modena Fire 

Department. 

Thank you for your support. 

Joseph LoCicero 

2022-2023 Proposed Budget 

Total Proposed Budget 
Amount ...................................... $81,713,970 

Increase from the 2021-22 
School Year................................. $2,370,624 

Percentage of Increase...................... 2.99% 

2022-2023 District Revenue 

Revenue Source Amount Received 

My name is Joseph LoCicero and I am a candidate seeking 

re-election to the Wallkill Central School District Board of 

Education.  My educational background started with graduating 

from Wallkill Senior High School and then going to Ulster 

County Community College.  My experience as a retired Captain 

with the City of Newburgh Fire Department and a retired First 

Sergeant with the New York Air National Guard has taught 

me how to work under pressure and on tight budget restraints, 

making me a valuable resource to the Board of Education. 

I am a husband, father of two and dedicated member of 

this community.  I would be honored to serve the students and 

taxpayers of the Wallkill Central School District.  My service to 

this community includes coaching in the Wallkill Area Little 

League and Wallkill Modified Football, as well as being involved 

with the Wallkill Fire Department holding various command 

positions for over twenty years. 

The current economic climate forces everyone to face many 

challenges. Our school district and community also face these 

same challenges. I will work diligently in order to guarantee our 

children are given the resources to reach their highest potential. 

Thank you for your support!  #Panther Strong 

Estimated State Aid $32,269,762 

Appropriated Fund 
Balance 

$980,000 

Appropriated Reserves $1,680,178 

Other Sources $1,000,000 

Tax Levy $45,784,030* 

Total Revenue $81,713,970 

Tax Levy Increase 2.50%* 

*Below the tax levy limit. 

Annual Budget Vote & 
Election of Trustees 

MAY 17, 2022 
TUESDAY, 

12 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
Polling locations: Wallkill Senior High 

School, Leptondale Elementary School, 
and Plattekill Elementary School 
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Ostrander Students Show 
Appreciation for Local Veterans 

T his February, 

students at 

Clare F. Ostrander 

Elementary School 

shared some love 

with local veterans 

by sending them 

more than 

200 handmade 

valentines! Under 

the direction of 

Grade 5 teacher 

Amy Gerace and 

teacher aide Dawn Wager, the whole school participated in 

“Valentines for Veterans,” a program sponsored by Congressman 

Patrick Sean Maloney. With simple, friendly greetings and 

cheerful artwork, students expressed their gratitude to the brave 

men and women who served our country. 

“Learning at...Wallkill” is an offcial publication 
of the Wallkill Central School District. 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Mr. Joseph LoCicero, President 

Mr. Thomas Frisbie, Vice -President 
Mrs. Kathryn Anderson 

Mr. David Bartolone 
Mrs. Donna Crowley 
Mr. Thomas Nafey 
Mr. Dustin Palen 

Mr. Vincent Petroccelli 
Mr. Leif Spencer 

Daniel Greene, Student Representative 
Mr. Kevin Castle, Superintendent of Schools 

Mr. Anthony White, Assistant Superintendent 
for Educational Services 

Mr. Brian Devincenzi, Assistant Superintendent 
for Support Services 

Ms. Tara Rounds, Assistant Superintendent for Special 
Education and Intervention Services 

Important Telephone Numbers to Know 
Leptondale Elementary School................ 895 7200 
Clare F. Ostrander Elementary School.....895 7225 
Plattekill Elementary School ................... 895 7250 
John G. Borden Middle School ................. 895-7175 
Wallkill Senior High School......................895 7150 
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